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f there ever was a time whetlie above argument, saying thatrn up an astronomical number of

nding a true master was‘until you have a true teacher, it igebsites. Searching through them,

easy, this is de nitely not it.better not to study.” you will nd thousand-page-long
e modern world, with all its It is as if you were to arrive ol0gs, and after reading through
light-speed communication, th&ampus for the rst day of collegeh€m you then realize that the-per
Internet and travel, has given After looking around and askingon r(;la:ﬂng all this n0|seh only
voice to billions who otherwis@n ;ﬁ;’/" f\ﬁsiﬁ;sbgia;c;rmdc;rrﬁcu&nsth giﬂfge“kee%ﬂ”% agnﬁo T;);gher?goo%
couldnt speak. In many ways - ' h beginners then disagree
this is a beautiful and positivgaSt’ ones quest for knowledd®tros. 2o 0 y

| ) nded there—you simply sat dowRn any given subject—for without a
thing: helping Westerners learQ jistened to the teacher. But th@entor, how can there ever be any

about Tea, for example; or Morgassroom has changed: Now, y&@ncordance? In the boisterous class-

genuinely perhaps, bringing thgpen the same old door only to nd©oMm, in which you cant even-dis

voice of a su ering people to thenat all the students in the classroof®M the teacher from the students,

world, etc. However, the downare standing up, walking around an@W can you ever really accept what

side of this is that the world haglking at the same time. In such %0U overhear? Is it a rumor? Another

also become much noisier—in emmotion, how is one to knowstudents conjecture? Did it actu

ba ing way. And this makes nd \(/jvhot’ghe teacher is and who the Stll’zlrl])cl)wcso’>me from the teacher? Who

; : ent’ -

A yet Dogen went urher than, A CUISGr Survey of the Itemet VWhen we enter a earing
on any subject, including Tea, wilfonment, we either respect the



teacher or respect the institutiobeginner who is seeking genuingeed to speak? Similarly, in the Tea
that hired him/her. ough we are guidance, for when everyone is pre/orld, I've noticed that when | ask
encouraged to think for ourselvesenting dierent views, and it iscertain beginners if they have read
to question the teacher's words andhclear who the actual teacher iany publications that have articles
evaluate them through our ownreahen the only recourse is to go at &nd/or interviews with real mas
son and experience, there must léone. Also, there is often the-miders, they respond in the negative.
some level of acceptance. If we ayeided notion that the one whoWhen | wonder why, they say “I'm
busy questioning every single -mirblogs or writes the most or the-lontoo busy.” Granted, we're all busy;
ute detail of every single lecturgest is necessarily an “expert”, kst then | notice that some of these
our learning progresses at a snaifl'amaking the most noise quali edunfortunates spend thirty minutes
pace. Imagine, then, how slowly orene. And that is the implicit ideaor an hour blogging about Tea-reg
develops in an environment whenhat | think is detrimental to one’sularly, which then basically leads me
we cant even nd the teacher! progress in any art, especially ote the conclusion that such a-per

| am not in any way suggestinghat leads into the heart of our spirison would rather hear his own voice
that the voice of those beginnersyal selves like Tea. than someone like Zhou Yu or Chen
expressing themselves on the-Inter | have a friend who blogs orzhi Tong—people with decades of
net or in person, should be supother topics who often asks mexperience who are often sharing it
pressed. at would be a violation “What should | blog about today?'freely. How can such a person ever
of their human right to free speecH. nd that question so ridicu hope to progress? Is it not obvious
| am, instead, merely pointing outous. If you dont have anything tadhat you cant speak and listen/learn
how confusing this milieu is to thesay, why do you feel such a strong
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Tea Wast&rs

at the same time? Apparently not, at
least for some.

Technically speaking, you can
explore Tea on your own; you can
doubt everything anyone says and
just do everything by trial and error.
However, the world of Tea is incred
ibly deep and takes decades te mas
ter even under the guidance of a real
teacher, so such a path would extend
into centuries we dont have. What's
more, most all the greater heights
of Tea, the inexpressible sensations
and spiritual inclinations, cannot be
expressed through words. One has
to be initiated into them. Most all
the subtle variations in preparation,
the di erences in Qi, the proper use
of teaware, etc. have to be directly
experienced, and that cant happen
if the teacher isn't there to show you
how to do it, and what to look for
once you have experienced it. ere
are countless things | know about
Tea—from very little things about
how to hold something, for exam
ple, to deep and profound spiritual
truths—that Inevemwould have dis
covered on my own, not in a hun
dred lifetimes devoted to Tea. Ulti
mately, one must not give up: no
matter where or who you are, dont

ever abandon the hope that you can ) . :
nd a true teacher: and more importhem—movmg on to face our owrup in order to practice properly.”

tantly, dont ever let go of the facgestinies. _ In essence, they charge you a fee' to
that nding him or her is necessary. Our search is confused by a_riyearn _why their tea a_Lnd teaware is
We all need guidance! number of so-called masters witbuperior, how to use it to brew tea,
Unfortunately, one other draw nancial agendas, or control issueand then eventually how to gradu
back to the aforementioned fregtc.; and because of that, onate and go out in the world as a bill
speech is that it also opens the gai@gortant place to start one’s searddovard that advertises their products
to all the charlatans, pro teers an&or a teacher has become a -ffouto others. We know of several such
other negative in uences. In factdation of skepticism towards anteachers and groups.
many Westerners are turned Ofeacher that has a nancial interest All kinds of vendors have “infor
from masters, and therefore nevil} their teaching. ere are all kinds mation” portions of their online
nd one and make any progresﬁf “masters” in Asi_a that sub'tlyshop, website or blog which teach
because they are either suspicid[]g(?rporat‘? their business plans infbout Tea; but it al! revolyes around
or have some experience with Sughel_r tgachlng. ere are even formalthe reasons wl‘t_jnelrtea is better,
a fraud. My father always says, «dfpstitutions that charge large suntsow to_ brevvthelrtea', where they
never le my teeth and dye my hain money to “‘teach” you abogt Teagot thelrtea, etc. Is it any wonder
purple, but | wouldnt want to live ey then have a Tea shop adjacgntntelllgent people get tur'ned 0°?
in a world where people werent fretQ or beneat_h their schopl, and_smd@esplte that, | would still assert_
to do s0.” Similarly, I think it is bestthe class will all be using their teihat the'quest for a real teacher is
to recognize such people, learn soﬁ'éd te'aware, and you will pe testedbrthwhile fqr two reasons: rstly,
discrimination, and then ignoreus'ng it, “we suggest you pick sonmas Dogen said, you cant make true
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progress without a teacher; and semly pollute the teaching. Oncaet, and they rarely focus their lessons
ondly, giving up simply becausenoney enters into the equation, then why their tea is so much -bet
there are charlatans who want yobaser human emotions—Ilike greetgr than others, which leads me to
money is a bit like never datingealousy, etc.—also get involved, aghother important point.
because you could get hurt. (I ahese are the real pollutants. ings True masters never wish to
very much a ‘better to have lovestart getting modi ed, compromisepossess their students. My -mas
and lost’ kind of person.) made, and soon the Truth spiraler always says that “if you have a
Master Dogen also said that iway into organization. is is one strong desire to have students, you're
one is quiet, the “stream’s watesf the reasons | have the utmosiot ready for them.” If the method
will tell us of the source.” Eventurespect for this magazine, its feundny master is teaching is in fact the
ally, in drinking a person’s Tea, oners and contributors. truth, why should he worry if | want
will nd out the source of their at said, | personally believe to compare it to other methods? If
wisdom, be it the Dao or a nan that there is no problem combina tea truly is better, it will stand up
cial agenda—though it may takéng what one loves most with onet® a side-by-side comparison with
us a few sessions to catch on. Madstlihood, but | think that if you an inferior tea. In fact, by exploring
of the highest masters in any Daare going to make money throughnd testing principles, we not only
don't charge money for teaching. ltea, then just sell tea, plain and sindevelop faith in their e cacy, we
kung fu, for example, it has beeple—dont charge me to learn abowdlso learn how to better appreciate
forbidden since ancient times foit. | do know some genuine mastetbeir superiority. For that reason, my
the master to receivencial reim that make a living selling tea, buthaster doesnt just allow me to seek
bursement of any kind, which wilthey don't ever charge to learn aboatit other teachers and teachings,
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Tea Masters

he encourages it. He loves whendre are plenty of people who are Dont get confused, though. As
come back with things | learnedvilling to honor and respect them| said earlier, any true master will
elsewhere, to discuss and compa®.use the opportunity to develogncourage rationality, healthy -crit
It shows growth. Masters who-sugheir own humility, so why wouldicism and experiential understand
gest that “Our way is the only waythe master want a disciple who wilhg, allowing you to explore other
there is no other”, and imply that tareat them suspiciously and argueedia for information and come
try another practice is to leave thisith them? Be open to the idea thab your own conclusions. e true
one, are often insecure in their wiyou can nd a teacher, and go irmaster only proves his or her worth
dom, for if it really was the best wagearch of them. If you follow youwhen the student breaks free of him
you wouldnt need to worry aboutheart, you will nd them and theyor her. If they remain students-for
whether it could stand up to othewill nd you. In India, there is an ever, then the teacher hasnt done a
traditions or not. As much as thosancient saying: “When the studentery good job. Similarly, some -edu
who teach for nancial reasonss ready, the master will appear.” cational philosophers suggest that
there are those who do so for ego: If humility, devotion and students never fail, only teachers;
they get their satisfaction from beingespect were easy, we'd all be magrd that the failure of a student to
above others, and want completers. It is hard to recognize yougraduate can only re ect the e ort,
devotion from their students, as wetiwn lack. However, one fundaor lack thereof, of the teacher. While
as recognition of the fact that theynental preliminaryo any kind of that argument may be a bit strong
are “higher”. e truly high masters learning whatsoever is the implicin some delinquent cases, | agree
I've met were all childlike, humbleadmission thatyou dont know with the fundamental spirit of it:

modest and unaected—
the kind of people you
could pass by very easily in
a crowd. “e empty drum
makes the most noise” as
they say.

Now that we've gotten
the negative stu out of
the way, let us turn to the
positive: there are so many
genuine Tea masters in the
world, all with wide-open
heart-kettles that are busy
pouring cup after cup of
wisdom as you read these

the real master wants his
or her students to have a
so-called *“graduation™—
for lack of a better term—
and go o on their own
to develop their own wis
gom, eventually becoming
2 master themselves with
their own students. at

is how the tree seeds and
spreads.

In the end, you can't
complain that you have
no teacher if you arent
open to expanding your

very words; and many search, or if you feel your
of them are in the most unlikelyere is no learning without this. If cup is full and that you already
places. But you have to nd themyou already have the answer, whatow the answer. e willingness to
ey arent going to come and ring is there that anyone can teach yotravel is the rst step in any journey.
your doorbell. ey are looking for | have seen many people walk rightow far would you go to nd a Tea
you—that is true—though it is youby a true master for this very-reanaster? To achieve mastery yourself?
who must go to them, and with arson; or, as | mentioned earlier, bEor it is my opinion—and far more
empty cup. handed a book or magazine like thisiportantly, the opinion of such

I think it is the same with high-one, full of great information, whichgreat masters as Dogen-zenji—that
end teas as it is with masters; atloey cast aside in favor of the soundthout such a teacher, you'll never
one of my teachers always says thattheir own voice. Learning to lis nd the inner sanctum and progress
“as the man seeks the Leaf, the Léah, and learning itself, is one of thie real understanding towards the
seeks the man.” You still have to gnost di cult skills to master. Emer point at which you can participate
out and explore, though. You havson said “It took me ve years tan and create your own path towards
to use your intuition, and approachearn to speak the English languagetistry. May all of you who havent
each situation as a new and unigaad fty to learn to hear it.” ere already, nd such a kind-hearted
encounter. If you are too hung ups no point in going out to look forguide to lead you to the place where
on suspicions based on the negateacher if youre just going to disfea and Zen are of one avor
tivities we discussed earlier, or pastss him or her the moment you
experience, you will close yoursetfeet them.
o and drive away the real masters.
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